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STATEWIDE NEWS

2024 State Indoor Games Recap

The 2024 Special Olympics Missouri (SOMO) State Indoor Games brought more than 1,500
athletes, coaches, volunteers and Unified partners from across the state to St. Charles,
March 15-16. The Games were held at Lindenwood University, Duchesne High School, Rec
Plex South, St. Charles West High School, Cave Springs Lanes, Harvest Lanes and St.
Charles Lanes. The theme this year was Aloha SOMO!

This year’s State Indoor Games featured two sports: Basketball and Bowling. Our bowling
competition was on Friday, and our basketball competition was on Saturday.

2024 Polar Plunge

Over $950,000 raised!

Special Olympics Missouri's first 11 Polar Plunges of 2024 have been an incredible success,
raising over $950,000! From the icy waters of St. Louis to the chilly dips in Kansas City,
plunger after plunger bravely took the plunge for a fantastic cause. Here's a heartwarming
look back at some of the best moments from all across the Show Me State!

And guess what? We're not done yet! We still have one more Plunge to go in Joplin on Nov.
2! So mark your calendars and get ready to make a splash for Special Olympics Missouri!
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This amazing video recap was created by SOMO athlete and employee Allen Tobin — a huge
shoutout to him for capturing the spirit of the Plunge so brilliantly! Watch the video here!
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LAST CHANCE TO SIGN UP: 2024 Spring ALPs
University Weekend

Registration is open for our 2024 Spring ALPs University weekend! Our Spring session will be
April 12-14, 2024.

Here's a recap of our last ALPs University weekend Sept. 22-24, 2023 at the Training for Life
Campus in Jefferson City. Questions? Reach out to Kayla Hull at hull@somo.org.
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SAVE THE DATE: Our Fall ALPs University Weekend will be Sept. 27-29, 2024 at the
Training for Life Campus!

Join us for a Community Care Celebration at the
Training for Life Campus!
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Class of 2024 Hall of Fame nominations are open!
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We are now accepting nominations for the Special Olympics Missouri Hall of Fame Class of
2024!

The SOMO Hall of Fame was created in 1997 by the Board of Directors as a way to
recognize longevity and achievement of athletes and volunteers within the organization. A
voting committee, appointed by the SOMO Chairperson of the Board, is responsible for
reviewing all nominations and voting on no more than two inductees in each category (athlete
and volunteer).

To be inducted, finalists must be named on 75 percent of the ballots. A permanent video
display, housed in the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame in Springdfield, features photos and bios of
each year’s Special Olympics Missouri Hall of Fame inductees.

2026 USA Games

It's never too early to talk about the 2026 USA Games! Check out our informational flyer
below for the latest details on how to become a member of Team MO Magic! Questions?
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Reach out to Susan Shaffer!

KANSAS CITY METRO AREA
NEWS
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Register now for the 2nd Annual KC Sports
Experience
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Loews Hotel Discount!

SOMO is partnering up with Loews Hotel in Kansas City. Our athletes, coaches, their families,
staff, board members and our volunteers can all get a 15% discount on bookings by using
this link! You can also call 877-748-1451 to make reservations! Thank you Loews Hotel!
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NORTH AREA NEWS

Shamrock Run Recap!

The annual Shamrock Run event, held this year with an abundance of enthusiasm,
camaraderie, and green-themed outfits, proved to be yet another fantastic occasion for the
community. Participants from all walks of life gathered to celebrate health, fithess, and a
touch of Irish spirit on the race tracks.

This year’s event also brought heartwarming results as we collectively raised an
impressive $10,400. This contribution will go a long way in supporting our North Area
athletes, ensuring they have the resources they need to thrive.

We look forward to seeing familiar faces and new participants next year. Until then, let's
continue to support our community in every way we can. Cheers to another successful
Shamrock Run!



2024 Ladies' Night Out Piccadilly

North Area Pickleball
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SAVE THE DATE: North Area Block Party

We are hosting our first-ever North Area Block Party on June 21-22 at the Knights of
Columbus Hall: 1205 N 49th Terrace, St. Joseph, MO 64506. More details to come!

Questions? Reach out to Mitch Curran at curran@somo.org or Melody Prawitz at
prawitz@somao.org.
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Calling all volunteers!



SOUTHEAST AREA NEWS
Hero Hustle 5k

Special Olympics Missouri is teaming up with the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame to host the
Hero Hustle 5k Run and 1 Mile Fun Run on Saturday, April 27 in Springfield! Check out all the
details below! Registration will be available soon at this link!

For more information or to sign up as a sponsor, please contact Haley Blevins
at blevins@somo.org!
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Are you interested in dance?



Webb City Night of Unity

The Webb City Junior High Night of Unity and National Banner Celebration brought the
community together for an evening of pride and celebration. Despite the rescheduling,
excitement filled the air as Webb City Junior High received well-deserved recognition for their
dedication and achievements. From inspiring speeches to joyful festivities, the event
showcased the unity and spirit of excellence that defines the school. Students, faculty, and
community members came together to honor this remarkable accomplishment and to show
their support for the future success of Webb City Junior High. Congratulations on this
prestigious recognition!



Upcoming Southwest Area Upcoming Southwest Area
volunteer opportunities! events

CENTRAL AREA NEWS
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SAVE THE DATE: 10th Annual Super Hero Bocce
Tournament



SAVE THE DATE: 3rd Annual Strikers for SOMO
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ST. LOUIS METRO AREA NEWS

Join us for the STLM Area Soccer Tournament on April 21st from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at
Chaminade College Prep School in Saint Louis, MO. Organized by Jocelyn Diehl, this event
welcomes participants from the St. Louis Metro Area and Unified Champion Schools. For
more information, contact Jocelyn at 314-961-7755 or email diehl@somo.org. Don't miss out
on this exciting competition!

Enterprise is generously
offering 5% off ANY car
rental just for reading the
SOMO Scoop.

Use promo code:
OSMBAQT
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Stay in the know with SOMO by visiting our Area
Pages below!

We post a weekly updates blog called the SOMO Sum Ups every week to the Area Pages
below!

DONATE NOW

STAY CONNECTED

Was this newsletter forwarded to you?
Do you want to stay in-the-know with all things SOMQO?
Sign up now!
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