SOMO.org/News

Oct. 1, 2022

Website | Volunteer | Donate

Surprise at Spratt Stadium!

ST. JOSEPH, Mo. – Special Olympics Missouri (SOMO) is very excited to announce longtime
athlete Charlie Phillips has been nominated to represent Special Olympics Missouri and
Special Olympics USA at the 2023 Special Olympics World Games in Berlin, Germany.
Before he’s officially selected to compete for Special Olympics USA, he will have to complete
Special Olympics USA Team Trials in San Antonio, Texas this November. He is the only
SOMO athlete to be nominated for the 2023 Special Olympics World Games.
Charlie learned about this amazing honor at the Missouri Western State University football
game on Thursday, Sept. 1.

WATCH THE EMOTIONAL SURPRISE ANNOUNCEMENT DURING THE FIRST QUARTER
BREAK HERE!
“It’s tears of joy, and I can’t believe I got nominated by wonderful people who I call my Special
Olympics family,” Phillips said after the announcement. “I just can’t wait to go to the next
level. Right now, I’m so excited. I just can’t wait to call everyone and tell them I’m going to
camp!”
Charlie is 25 years old, and he’s already accomplished so much in his Special Olympics
career. Charlie grew up in central Pennsylvania. He got his start with Special Olympics
Pennsylvania (SOPA) almost 15 years ago. In 2010, Charlie participated in his first-ever
Special Olympics USA Games as a part of SOPA’s track team. Charlie’s family ended up
moving to Savannah, Mo., and he never skipped a beat. In 2018, Charlie was back at the
USA Games as a powerlifter for SOMO. During his career, Charlie has participated in five
different sports: basketball, track, soccer, flag football and powerlifting.
The Special Olympics World Games will be held June 17-25 in Berlin, Germany. 7,000
Special Olympics athletes and Unified partners from approximately 170 countries will
compete in 24 sports. The athletes will be supported by more than 3,000 coaches and 20,000
volunteers.
The Special Olympics World Games offer the opportunity to unite the world like no other
event can. Here people with and without disabilities, people of different nations, cultures,
political views and religions meet and can overcome existing prejudices with the power of
sport.

SURPRISE VIDEO

St. Joseph Post Story

A September to remember for Tanner Hrenchir!

Longtime Special Olympics Missouri athlete Tanner Hrenchir was given the key to the city in
his hometown of Wathena. This is just one of a long list of amazing accomplishments for
Hrenchir in 2022.
He was also recently inducted into the St. Joseph Area Sports Hall of Fame! Hrenchir was
one of ten members of the 2022 Class.
KQ2 Sports Sports Director Chris Roush put together this video for Tanner in recognition of
his amazing accomplishments.
Hrenchir has been involved with Special Olympics Missouri for more than 30 years. He has
participated in many sports, such as football, powerlifting and softball. Tanner has
represented Missouri at three different Special Olympics USA Games. Most recently, he won
gold, two silvers and a bronze medal in powerlifting at the 2022 USA Games in Orlando, Fla.
Tanner is also a wonderful ambassador for SOMO through his role as a Special Olympics
Global Messenger. He’s an active volunteer in the North Area as well.
Congratulations Tanner! SOMO is so proud of you!

Thank you to the Knights of Columbus!

Our Statewide Partner, the Knight of Columbus, hosted a clay shooting competition at Ozark
Shooters Sports Complex earlier this month in Springfield, Mo. Our athletes had a blast!

Enterprise is generously
offering 5% off ANY car
rental just for reading the
SOMO Scoop.
Use promo code:
OSMBAQT

Ste. Genevieve High School named National
Banner Unified Champion School

STE. GENEVIEVE – Ste. Genevieve High School has been named an official National
Banner Unified Champion School for its commitment to inclusion. The Dragons met 10
standards of excellence focusing on Unified Sports, inclusive youth leadership and wholeschool engagement.
“We are so excited to be able to share with our community the amazing relationships and
culture we have cultivated here at Ste. Genevieve High School and throughout our district,”
said teacher, Special Olympics Missouri coach and FRIENDS co-sponsor Kristi Cleghorn.
“While this is our first year being recognized as a 2022 Special Olympics National Banner
Unified Champion School, our students, teachers and staff have been building inclusivity
through our FRIENDS* (formerly Jelly Beans) program since 2015! Our motto here
is DRAGONS: Family. Tradition. Excellence. At SG R-II, we make sure that our students
know they belong here in our Dragons family. When our students head out into the world after
high school, we hope that they can then use the skills we have given them to make the world
a better place.”
Ste. Genevieve is a town of a little more than 4,000 people. It’s located right on the
Mississippi River — about an hour away from St. Louis. The Dragons may be from a small

town, but they have done an exceptional job creating an inclusive environment for students
with intellectual disabilities.

Full Story

KSDK-TV Story

Mexico Public Schools visits Training for Life
Campus

JEFFERSON CITY — Special Olympics Missouri (SOMO) held a Unified Sports Day along
with a Healthy Athletes Medfest at the Special Olympics Missouri Training for Life Campus
(TLC) on Wednesday, Sept. 21, 2022.
47 students from four different Mexico Public Schools traveled to the TLC to participate.
Throughout the day, athletes and Unified partners (students without disabilities) participated
in several sports rotations, including: Volleyball, Bowling, Fun Fitness and Flag Football.

After all their hard work, they enjoyed pizza and a dance party.
Athletes also had the chance to participate in Medfest while they were at the campus.
Medfest is a free opportunity for athletes to come get a medical exam in order to complete the
athlete registration and medical form needed to compete. 12 athletes received screenings
while at the TLC.
Through practicing these sports and engaging in Medfest, the Mexico team left more
prepared and even more excited for the upcoming Central Area Bowling Competition and
Unified Champion Schools Flag Football Tournament.
To learn more about Special Olympics Missouri’s Unified program, contact Emma Thomas
at Thomas@somo.org.

More Photos

GREAT OPPORTUNITY: Missouri Assistive Technology is looking to help more people 20
and under through its Kids Assistive Technology program (KAT). This could be your
opportunity to receive equipment in order increase, maintain or improve independence. Click
here for more information!

SOMO hosts ALPs University at the Training for
Life Campus

JEFFERSON CITY – 21 Special Olympics Missouri (SOMO) athletes had an amazing
opportunity to learn about leadership at ALPs University, Sept. 23-25, at the Training for Life
Campus (TLC).
ALPs is SOMO’s Athlete Leadership Program.
“The ALPs University weekend was fabulous,” ALPs coordinator Pete Paciorek said. “Our
SOMO athletes are so impressive. I was proud of each and every one of our Athlete Leaders
for their commitment to their own personal and professional growth. They were engaged in
their learning and always looking for ways to support their peers.”
The weekend kicked off with a night full of fun on Friday night. The Lincoln University men’s
basketball team came to the TLC to spend time with the athlete leaders.

The athlete leaders were in classes all day on Saturday and a half day on Sunday. In total,
SOMO offered 10 different courses, consisting of lessons on everything from communications
to technology.
A few of the SOMO athlete leaders even taught some of the classes. The other classes were
led by nine volunteer instructors, like Linda Tyler.
“We are fortunate to have highly skilled and dedicated instructors, who all volunteered their
time during the weekend to provide an excellent college experience for our athletes,”
Paciorek said. “ALPs University is a shining example of how SOMO is always seeking ways
to provide transformative and inclusive opportunities for our athletes to thrive.”
There were also ten mentors present throughout the weekend, such as Connor Priebe.
Connor worked directly with SOMO Athlete Leader Riley Hesterly. They are both from
Republic High School.
The weekend would not have been possible without all of the volunteers, including the
Knights of Columbus. They barbecued for the SOMO athlete leaders on Saturday night.
ALPs provides an opportunity for all of our athletes to pursue higher education. There are a
variety of majors athlete leaders can choose to study to further their education. ALPs
University is truly a program for EVERYONE, regardless of their learning style or prior
education.
ALPs teaches our athletes how to apply their same passion and ability to learn in sports to
the classroom. Our athlete leaders are empowered and challenged through our ALPs
University program offerings. Throughout Special Olympics Missouri, athlete leaders take on
impactful roles and responsibilities from many different ALPs initiatives, as well as in the
workforce.
For more information on how to get involved with ALPs – please contact Pete Paciorek.

More Photos

SOMO hosts 8th annual Super Hero Bocce Ball
Tournament

Special Olympics Missouri hosted the 8th annual Super Hero Bocce Tournament on
Saturday, Sept. 10 at the Training for Life Campus.
More than 40 teams participated in this year’s amazing event, which raised $17,300 for
Special Olympics Missouri!

More Photos

The Drive it Home Raffle is heating up!
Congratulations to the following two people for winning our first early-bird drawing for the
Drive it Home Raffle!

- Mary Jo Henke from Jefferson City: $2,500 winner
- Daedra Ledyard from St. Peters: $2,500 winner
Stay tuned for an announcement on the next TWO early-bird winners!
Of course - there's still PLENTY OF TIME to enter to win a 2022 Ford Ranger 4x4. The last
day to purchase tickets is Nov. 4, 2022!

Buy Tickets

Sell Tickets

More Information

The State Outdoor Games are Almost Here!

The 2022 State Outdoor Games will be Oct. 7-9 in Jefferson City!
Estimated 1,000 athletes, coaches and Unified partners
Locations: Binder Sports Complex, Blair Oaks High School, Capital City High School,
Jefferson City High School, Oak Hills Golf Center and SOMO's Training for Life
Campus
The Opening Ceremony will be held Friday, Oct. 7 at 7 p.m. at Binder Sports Complex.
There will be FIREWORKS! Here is the full agenda.
Healthy Athletes will be held on Saturday, Oct. 8 at Binder Sports Complex and the
Training for Life Campus.
5 Sports: Bocce (Friday), Golf (Friday), Tennis (Friday), Softball (Friday night and
Saturday), Flag Football (Sunday)

Want to volunteer? Click here!
Want to be a sponsor? Click here for more information!
Statewide Sponsors: University of Missouri System | MU Health Care | University of
Missouri | Casey's | Diamond Pet Foods | LETR | Knights of Columbus
Gold Level Sponsors: KRCG | United Healthcare | Midwest Special Needs Trust |
DKB Plumb Supply
For the most up-to-date information, make sure you download the mobile app! To
download, you can either scan the QR code below OR search the Apple or Google
Play app stores and search for “Whova.” You’ll need an email to sign up. Once you
have downloaded the Whova app, search for “State Outdoor Games 2022” and
connect to our event. Use the invitation code: StateOutdoorGames2022.
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COOL OPPORTUNITY: Want to bike across the Katy Trail and Support Special Olympics
Missouri? Missouri Life Magazine is hosting its Big BAM (Bike Across Missouri) on the Katy,
Oct. 10-14. Register and enter the team name “MOSpecialOlympics" and SOMO will receive
$50!

More Info

Register Here
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