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SOMO athletes learn new skills at 26th annual
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Gary Brimer Sports Camp
JEFFERSON CITY – 51 Special Olympics Missouri athletes made lifelong memories at the
26th annual Gary Brimer Sports Camp, June 26 through July 1, at the Training for Life
Campus.

The athletes learned so many new skills, from fishing to axe throwing.

“People just don’t get this opportunity,” SOMO athlete Fadraon Anderson said.

SOMO Outreach and Campus Programs Director Susan Shaffer said it’s always her favorite
week of the year. She added it is fitting the camp now takes place at the Training for Life
Campus.

“That’s what happens at camp,” Shaffer said. “We train for life.”

This amazing week would not have been possible without all of the coaches and volunteers.
Representatives from Bass Pro Shops and the James River Mountain Man Association were
instrumental in the success of the camp as well. They helped lead informational and
entertaining programs all week.

“I liked seeing all the animal skins,” SOMO athlete Alyias Bass said.

The athletes also had the chance to see many live animals, such as snakes, tortoises, owls
and much more.

“We probably push them beyond their limits sometimes, but that’s how they grow,” Shaffer
said.

Of course, sports were a major part of the camp. The athletes had the opportunity to learn
how to play golf and pickleball.

Anderson said he always knew about pickleball, but he had never considered playing it until
learning more about it at camp. He said he’d like to continue playing pickleball in the future.

SOMO athlete Nichole Birky said she enjoyed playing pickleball as well. She also said she
liked having the opportunity to get away from home for a week.

“I’ve had a good time here with friends and without parents,” Birky said.

A key aspect of Gary Brimer Sports Camp is teaching SOMO athletes how to become more
independent. The camp also featured several cooking courses and other life skills training.

“We’re going to change some lives,” Shaffer said.

Overall, the athletes had a wonderful time, and many of them said they can’t wait until next
year.

“It’s amazing!” Anderson said. “It’s a fun experience. We make new friends every year.”

Shaffer added, ‘”Watching their smiles and them telling me how they nailed it – that’s what’s
exciting to me.”

This was our 26th annual camp, but it was just the second year it’s been named after Gary
Brimer. Brimer passed away after a battle with cancer in Nov. 2020, leaving behind a lasting
legacy. Brimer began his journey with SOMO in 1976, and he dedicated 41 years of his life to
providing year-round sports training and competition to the thousands of athletes in Missouri.
He started as a volunteer, but he ultimately became SOMO’s Director of Sports and Training.
During his career, Brimer was instrumental in starting this camp. He also led the charge to
develop a coaches training program. Brimer retired from SOMO in 2016.
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WATCH: SOMO'S BILLY MEACHAM SINGS "THE DANCE"
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Larry Linthacum joins SOMO as new President &
CEO

Larry Linthacum officially started as the new president and chief executive officer at Special
Olympics Missouri on July 18. SOMO is SO excited to have him on board!



Linthacum recently retired from the Jefferson City School District after serving as its
superintendent for seven years. He has nearly 30 years of experience in education, having
served as superintendent, teacher, counselor and coach. He has a doctorate in education
from the University of Missouri, where he played football as a tight end while working toward
a business administration undergraduate degree. Linthacum and his family live in Jefferson
City, and he is active with several community organizations.

“I am super excited about the opportunity with SOMO," Linthacum said. "I am excited to lead
and work collectively in transforming lives across Missouri, specifically our children and adults
with intellectual disabilities."

SOMO would also like to take this opportunity to thank our outgoing interim CEO Jeff Buker
for all of his hard work these past few months. Jeff made an immediate and everlasting
impact on the organization.

During his final staff meeting, SOMO employee and athlete Grace Theroff awarded Jeff with
an honorary gold medal! Well deserved!



SOMO celebrates its coaches!



SOMO hosts first-ever Coaches Celebration Event
JEFFERSON CITY - Special Olympics Missouri was proud to host its first-ever
Coaches Celebration Event at the Training for Life Campus on Saturday, July 16.

SOMO had dozens of coaches from across the state at the inaugural event. The evening
included campus tours, dinner and a celebration ceremony.

“We cannot put into words how much we appreciate our SOMO coaches,” Outreach and
Campus Programs Director Susan Shaffer said. “This event is the perfect opportunity to
recognize all of their hard work and dedication throughout the year.”  

SOMO ended the night by recognizing three of its longest tenured coaches. Bea Webb,
Genice Fisher and Linda May have all coached for more than 40 years!

Thank you so much to all of our amazing coaches! We can't wait to make this an annual
event!

Bea Webb, Genice Fisher and Linda May Thank You Video

More Coaches Celebration Photos

Learn How To Become a Coach

Register now for ALPs University Weekend
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The next ALPs University weekend will be Sept. 23-25, 2022 at the Training for Life Campus
in Jefferson City. Sign up here for this fun-filled educational opportunity! There are a limited
amount of spots, so don’t wait to sign up!

What is ALPs University?

Special Olympics Missouri’s Athlete Leadership Programs (ALPs) provide an opportunity for
all of our athletes to pursue higher education. There are a variety of majors athlete leaders
can choose to study to further their education. ALPs University is truly a program for
EVERYONE, regardless of their learning style or prior education.

ALPs teaches our athletes how to apply their same passion and ability to learn in sports to
the classroom. Our athlete leaders are empowered and challenged through our ALPs
University program offerings. Throughout Special Olympics Missouri, athlete leaders take on
impactful roles and responsibilities from many different ALPs initiatives, as well as in the
workforce.

Quote from Athlete Leader Anna McDaniel (SOMO Board Member and Athlete Leadership
Council President):

“My name is Anna McDaniel, and I have been a Special Olympics Missouri athlete for 20
years. I majored in coach and health degree in the ALPs program with SOMO in 2022.
Special Olympics Missouri has greatly impacted my life by making friends for a lifetime,
learning things I’m interested in and so much more through playing sports. Now, I’m enrolled
in ALPs University training, and I am a stronger and more confident person.”

Quote from a parent of a SOMO Athlete Leader:

“Athlete Leadership is a stepping stone. When your child gets out of school, this is a college
geared toward them. It shows them their strengths and urges them to use them. My daughter
refers to this as her college and that’s exactly what it is.”

If you have any questions, please reach out to Pete Paciorek, Senior Director of Development
& ALPs University Lead at: paciorek@somo.org

READ MORE ABOUT ALPs

Enterprise is generously
offering 5% off ANY car
rental just for reading the
SOMO Scoop.

Use promo code:
OSMBAQT

SOMO athletes hang out with the Royals
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KANSAS CITY – A group of 15 Special Olympics Missouri athletes made lifelong memories
with members of the Kansas City Royals earlier this summer.

These athletes had the opportunity to participate in the Baseball Fantasy Camp for Kids at
the Little K, which is just outside of Kauffman Stadium. Royals pitchers Josh Staumont, Taylor
Clarke and Scott Barlow led the clinic along with several former players – Jaime Bluma, Tom
Burgmeier, Al Fitzmorris and Jamie Quirk. Royals mascot Slugerrr was also there!

SOMO was joined by athletes from Special Olympics Kansas as well. As an added bonus, all
of the athletes received custom Kansas City Royals jerseys!

Huge recognition for Hrenchir

HUGE CONGRATS to longtime SOMO
athlete Tanner Hrenchir for being named to
the 2022 St. Joseph Area Sports Hall of
Fame class! Tanner recently won gold, two
silvers and a bronze medal in powerlifting
at the 2022 Special Olympics USA Games.



Here's a link to an article of the
announcement!

SOMO still accepting Hall of Fame nominations!
Special Olympics Missouri is still accepting Hall of Fame nominations for 2022, but time is
running out. Nominations are due on August 12!

Athlete and Non-Athlete Prerequisites:

Participation for at least 15 years with Special Olympics, with at least 10 of those years
being with Special Olympics Missouri.
Not a present employee of Special Olympics Missouri.
Not a current member of the Special Olympics Missouri Board of Directors.
Demonstrates behavior and conduct associated within the Special Olympics
movement.
Demonstrated a significant positive impact within the Special Olympics movement.

The 2022 Leadership Summit is on Saturday, Oct. 22 at the Training for Life Campus!

Nomination Form More SOMO Hall of Fame Info

GREAT OPPORTUNITY: Missouri Assistive Technology is looking to help more people 20
and under through its Kids Assistive Technology program (KAT). This could be your
opportunity to receive equipment in order increase, maintain or improve independence. Click
here for more information!
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Law enforcement’s bond with Special Olympics
Missouri continues at USA Games
Author: Diego Branda | Special Olympics Missouri marketing and communications intern

ORLANDO - The relationship between law enforcement and Special Olympics Missouri has
an extensive history. Whether it be organizing a Law Enforcement Torch Run event or
managing a Polar Plunge, law enforcement has built a lasting friendship with SOMO.
Hundreds of officers from around the state volunteer to help at events annually, and some
even coach and compete with the athletes.

Jeff Fugett, Master Sergeant with Missouri State Highway Patrol, has been involved with
Special Olympics Missouri since 1999.

For Joe Peart, Corporal with Missouri State Highway Patrol, his involvement started in 2010
when he was asked to hand out medals to athletes at a regional event in Waynesville. He had
helped at various events throughout his life, but this was really when decided he wanted to
become more involved.

Full Story on Their USA Games Experience

SOMO athlete works for CBS Sports at
PGA Tour event
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SILVIS, Ill. – Within the sports television industry, golf is widely considered to be one of the
most difficult sports to put on the air.

It takes a complete team effort to produce a broadcast. Camera operators, audio specialists,
video tape personnel, graphics artists, truck engineers, spotters, utilities, and caterers work
together with a full production crew and announcers to create some television magic.

This past Fourth of July holiday weekend, Thomas Cleek—a Special Olympics Missouri golfer
—contributed to the magic of the Emmy Award-winning CBS Sports team’s production of the
John Deere Classic in Silvis, Illinois.

The 22-year-old Columbia, Missouri, native says golf is in his DNA and rightfully so. Thomas
has participated in several Special Olympics golf events, including the 2018 USA Games in
Seattle where he finished in fourth overall and the 2022 Brightspot Unified Golf Challenge at
the Wells Fargo Championship in the Washington, DC metropolitan area where he was
named the best all-around golfer in the Ryder Cup-style event.

At the John Deere Classic, Thomas worked as a spotter under associate producer Mark
Dibbs and head spotter Wayne Richardson.

“I had a radio headset on and would be assigned a group to walk the course with each
morning. I would then relay information like the playing order of the group, club selection,
what shot it was for each player and the yardage to the hole,” Thomas said. “This information
would go to Mark and Wayne in the CBS truck who would then take it and distribute it to the
graphics team and the announcers.”

Read the Full Article
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Super Hero Bocce Signup

Strikers Signup
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Need Tickets?
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Buy Tickets Sell Tickets More Information
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17th Annual Dare to Dream Charity Golf Tournament
Special Olympics Missouri is proud to host the 17th Annual Dare to Dream Charity Golf
Tournament on Sept. 17 at Minor Park Golf Course in Kansas City!

All of the proceeds will go toward our annual Gary Brimer Sports Camp. Over the past 17
years, the tournament has raised more than $350,000 to support the outstanding Gary Brimer
Sports Camp provided by Special Olympics Missouri.

This event is not only a great opportunity to have fun and support Gary Brimer Sports
Camp, but it's also a great chance to get acquainted with some of the athletes who make
Special Olympics Missouri such a unique and outstanding organization.

If you're interested in sponsoring this event, please reach out to Christina Hunt:
hunt@somo.org

Register by August 30

The State Outdoor Games are Almost Here!

The 2022 State Outdoor Games will be Oct. 7-9 in Jefferson City!

Estimated 1,000 athletes, coaches and Unified partners
Locations: Binder Sports Complex, Blair Oaks High School, Capital City High School,
Jefferson City High School, Oak Hills Golf Center and SOMO's Training for Life
Campus
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The Opening Ceremony will be held Friday, Oct. 7 at 7 p.m. at the Binder Sports
Complex
Healthy Athletes will be held Friday, Oct. 7 at Blair Oaks High School, Saturday, Oct. 8
at Binder Sports Complex and the Training for Life Campus
5 Sports: Bocce (Friday), Golf (Friday), Tennis (Friday), Softball (Friday night and
Saturday), Flag Football (Sunday)
App information coming soon!
Want to volunteer? Click here!
Want to be a sponsor? Click here for more information!
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