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SOMO hosts successful State Summer
Games in Columbia
COLUMBIA - Special Olympics Missouri hosted its State Summer Games May 20-22 in
Columbia. It was SOMO's first full three-day event since 2018.

“SOMO has been through so much these past few years,” Senior Programs Director Melinda
Wrye-Washington said. “First, the Jefferson tornado forced us to cancel the State Summer
Games in 2019. Then, the COVID-19 pandemic made us postpone in 2020 as well.”

The State Summer Games returned in 2021, but it was a one-day event at Columbia’s
Hickman High School.

SOMO was so excited to have this year’s Games back at the University of Missouri for the
first time since 2014. It was a perfect way to utilize its statewide partnership with MU, MU
Health Care and the UM System. SOMO also held a portion of the Games at Rock Bridge
High School.

The Games kicked off with an amazing Opening Ceremonies at the MizzouRec, highlighted
by a parade of hundreds of athletes. Gov. Mike Parson, University of Missouri President Mun
Choi, MU Football Coach Eli Drinkwitz and SOMO Board Chair Cathy Bumb were among
several speakers at the event.

In total, 825 athletes participated in four sports over three days: volleyball, track & field,
aquatics and powerlifting. Many SOMO athletes set personal bests. More importantly, they all
had a lot of fun competing against each other!

“I love doing sports, and I want to get my energy up,” SOMO athlete Florica Gault said. “I’m
tired of sitting around the house. I want to keep going.”

READ THE FULL ARTICLE

https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/1233946F-E7E8-4162-8973-A86F480C8CC6/r/1233946F-E7E8-4162-8973-A86F480C8CC6_d2cbc991-2291-424a-8414-36f1c78ce264/l/4CF590B8-F626-4000-948B-4E5845944089/c


SOMO star golfer shines on big stage
POTOMAC, Md. -- Special Olympic Missouri golf star Thomas Cleek wrapped up
competition in the Brightspot Unified Golf Challenge earlier in May. He had the
chance to play two rounds over two days at TPC Potomac in Potomac, Md. ahead
of the PGA Tour's Wells Fargo Championship. Thomas said he made so many new
friends and connections. Thomas even got a picture with Special Olympics
Chairman Tim Shriver!

ICYMI: Knights of Columbus



Knights visit Training for Life Campus
The Knights of Columbus are one of the biggest contributors to SOMO, and we can't thank
them enough for all of their support!

The Knights recently made several generous donations to SOMO at their Missouri State
Council annual convention in Jefferson City. They also had the opportunity to visit the
Training for Life Campus the same weekend in April. SOMO athletes and staff provided
campus tours to the Knights to give them a look at what they helped build.

SOMO looks forward to its continued partnership with the Knights of Columbus.

The 2022 Special Olympics USA Games are
almost here!



Team Missouri is getting set to head to Orlando, Fla. for the 2022 Special Olympics USA
Games. Missouri will compete in nine different sports against teams from all 50 states and the
Caribbean June 5-12.

Missouri’s own Brett Harper is among the 127 delegates from Team Missouri. He was
recently selected as one of just six Special Olympics athletes in the nation to join the final leg
of the Law Enforcement Torch Run.

Harper has been involved with Special Olympics Missouri for ten years. The Webb City native
is also known for being voted Homecoming King during his time at Webb City High School.

The USA Games will have 19 Olympic-style team and individual sports with 30 events
throughout the week. More than 5,500 athletes and coaches will come together for the event
only held every four years.

67% percent of Team Missouri is making its first ever trip to the USA Games. In total, Team
Missouri is made up of 77 athletes, 25 coaches, 18 unified partners and seven staff
members. Team Missouri will compete in basketball, bocce, bowling, golf, powerlifting,
softball, swimming, tennis and track & field.

Good luck to Team Missouri!

Missouri Mental Health Foundation honors
two SOMO athletes

SOMO athlete Amanda Koch (left) was recognized as a Missouri Mental Health Foundation
Mental Health Champion at an awards ceremony in Jefferson City on May 3. During the
height of the pandemic, Amanda organized Zooms and Facebook Live's to encourage health
and wellness.



Fellow SOMO athlete Heather Lammers (right) was also recognized by the Missouri Mental
Health Foundation. She was one of 20 nominees honored at the awards ceremony. 

Great job Amanda and Heather!

SOMO hosts first-ever Health and Fitness
Fair

Special Olympics Missouri was proud to
host its first-ever Health and Fitness Fair
on Saturday, April 30 at the Training for Life
Campus.

The event was free and open to all
members of the community. We had health
screenings, prizes, refreshments and more!

We also more than 30 booths set up from
dozens of vendors, including Jefferson City
Medical Group, Lincoln University, United
Healthcare and many more.

This event was held to help educate the community and our athletes about nutrition, mental
health and physical fitness. Special Olympics provides Healthy Athletes®, a program that
focuses on the overall health of people with intellectual impairments through a variety of
health examinations. This includes Fitfeet, Health Promotion, Medfest, FUNfitness, Healthy
Hearing, Special Smiles, Opening Eyes and Strong Minds.

Read the News Tribune's article from the event
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