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SOMO shines at USA Games
ORLANDO - Team Missouri is back home safely in the Show Me State after an amazing
week full of competition and fun at the 2022 USA Games June 5-12 in Orlando, Fla.

In total – Team Missouri brought home 71 medals in nine different sports! There were so
many magical moments! You can see the full breakdown below.

FINAL MEDAL COUNT

GOLD: 23

SILVER: 29

BRONZE: 19

FOURTH: 18

FIFTH: 11

SIXTH: 10

SEVENTH: 4

EIGHTH: 3

MEDAL COUNT BY SPORT

Powerlifting: 1 Gold, 2 Silver, 1 Bronze

Flag Football: 1 Gold, 1 Bronze



Bowling: 10 Gold, 9 Silver, 2 Bronze

Swimming: 5 Silver, 6 Bronze

Track & Field: 6 Gold, 5 Silver, 2 Bronze

Tennis: 1 Silver, 1 Bronze

Golf: 4 Silver

Bocce: 4 Gold, 3 Silver, 5 Bronze

Basketball: 1 Gold, 1 Silver

Team Missouri sent 126 delegates to participate in nine different sports at the USA Games:
77 athletes, 24 coaches/sports managers, 17 Unified partners and eight staff members. 

67% of our Team Missouri delegation made its first ever trip to the USA Games. SOMO public
relations assistant Lynna Hogdson polled some of the first-timers to get their thoughts on
Orlando!

Mariah Lucero

1. What did you think of your first USA Games? I thought it was amazing!

2. How many medals did you come home with, and what did you get them in? 3rd place in
4×50 freestyle relay, 5th place in 25 backstroke and 100 freestyle

3. What was one thing that you really enjoyed? Everything!

4. Would you like to go to another USA Games, if so which sport? Yes! In swimming!

Stephanie Littrell

1. What did you think of your first USA Games? I liked being at USA games. It meant a lot to
me for my family and friends to come watch me, and it amused me to see all the different
states and countries that where at the USA Games, and I loved playing at the ESPN Wide
World of Sports. It is very huge with all the sports you can play at in the center!!!!!

2. How many medals did you come home with, and what did you get them in? I came home
with one medal. I played 3v3 basketball  and had a blast meeting new teams from different
states!!!!!!

3. What was one thing that you really enjoyed? I really enjoyed being at the resort with all the
other teams and going to Magic Kingdom and Animal Kingdom for the first time in my life, and
I had a blast seeing new things and the animals from Orlando Florida!!!!!!!

4. Would you like to go to another USA Games, if so which sport? Yes I would like to go to
another USA Games. I would love to go for swimming or bocce ball.

Extra: I would like other athletes (who hasn’t gone yet) to try to go to USA Games as well!!!

Janel Ronneburg

1. What did you think of your first USA Games? My first USA games I never thought it will be
really fun but I loved it!

2. How many medals did you come home with, and what did you get them in? I do track and
field. I got 2nd place running long jump and 3rd place 100 meter running and 6th place 200
meter running 3 medals!

3. What was one thing that you really enjoyed? One thing I really enjoyed it hang out with my
friends and coaches, to have fun and cheer your friends while they do competition.



4. Would you like to go to another USA Games, if so which sport? I would like to go USA
Games again I really like so I will go again and I would do like to track again.

Gaige Wolthuis

1. What did you think of your first USA Games? It’s was awesome. I’d like to go again.

2. How many medals did you come home with, and what did you get them in? (silver)50 m
freestyle, (5th) 100 freestyle and (6th) in 50 backstroke in swimming.

3. What was one thing that you really enjoyed? Getting medals going to Magic Kingdom and
Animal Kingdom

4. Would you like to go to another USA Games, if so which sport? Yes! In Swimming

Kenneth Walz

1. What did you think of your first USA Games? I really enjoyed the 2022 USA Games.

2. How many medals did you come home with, and what did you get them in? I came home
with 1 medal it is a bronze in men’s single tennis.

3. What was one thing that you really enjoyed? The thing I enjoyed the most was making
friends with the people I competed against. The guys I competed against and I checked up on
each other through out the whole competition. We cheered on each other and when one of us
loss we would try to cheer another up.

4. Would you like to go to another USA Games, if so which sport? I would love to go to the
Games again, and I would love to go for any sport I could go for.
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SOMO’s Larin Bryant-McCanse lights up Team Missouri
ahead of USA Games
Larin Bryant-McCanse has been a SOMO athlete for more than 25 years, but he just returned
from his first-ever trip to the USA Games as a part of Team Missouri's bocce team. Larin has
been through so much in his life, but he’s been able to overcome every obstacle with his
sister Britani by his side.

Larin ended up finishing with a gold medal in Unified bocce, a bronze medal in Unified team
bocce and a fifth place ribbon in singles!

We also wanted to share this heartfelt USA Games story on Larin from Team Missouri coach
Terri Dallas.

"Larin played in a singles bocce competition for the first time ever today, and he did it at the
USA Games in Orlando. Larin, who is hearing impaired, usually plays with his sister-in-law
Tammy in Unified competitions to have the needed support for direction. He was accidentally
entered for singles for the USA Games. Instead of removing him from this, his family agreed
to let me coach him through the competition with a special amplifying device they use. It was
amazing how well Larin did. He showed no fear of playing and kept building more confidence



as his games went on. I only had to use the device a few times to help him stay focused, but
after his first of two games, he played with very little assistance from me. The official and
opponent coach were amazed at his skills and sportsmanship. He even brought the official to
tears, of joy of course. She said this was a true display of what Special Olympics is. And for
me to be the one to sit in the coaches chair and be the first to coach him in this fashion was
one of the best accomplishments of my Special Olympics career. It brought tears to my eyes
as well. I am grateful to his family for trusting my guidance. But the most important thing we
take away from this is that Larin knows he can do this, and his display of pride said it all.
Congratulations, Larin!"

WATCH LARIN'S FULL STORY AHEAD OF THE USA GAMES HERE.

SOMO hosts successful Second Annual
Evening with Andy Reid

SOMO's second annual Evening with Andy Reid was a huge success! More than 300 SOMO
supporters came together on June 9 at Arrowhead Stadium to raise money to help further our
mission.

The final numbers are not in just yet, but we're thrilled to share we AT LEAST raised more
than $142,000 at this year's event.

SOMO athletes' Arthur Murphy, Jared Niemeyer, Beth Brokamp, Brett Hughes, Thomas
Clapp and Kelsey Porter all played a vital role in the event. They helped sell shirts and raffle
tickets before the program. They also had the chance to interview Chiefs head coach Andy
Reid on stage!

You can watch the highlights of this must-see news conference here.

The Voice of the Chiefs, Mitch Holthus, did a phenomenal job as the the emcee for the
second straight year. We were so thankful to have him back!

Chiefs linebackers Nick Bolton and Elijah Lee also attended the event. Bolton, a former
Mizzou football player, also spoke about his passion for Special Olympics during the program.

"I'm familiar with the work of Special Olympics Missouri is doing throughout the state, and I
want to help them spread the word and create more opportunities," Bolton said.

SOMO was so excited to have representatives from the Kansas City Mayor's Office in
attendance. During the program, June 9, 2022 was proclaimed Special Olympics Missouri
Day in Kansas City, Mo.
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Of course - this night would not have been possible without Coach Reid.

"The support that we can give - I just welcome you all to join hands in this," Coach Reid said.

It was such a memorable event, and we already cannot wait until next year!

EVENING WITH ANDY REID RECAP VIDEO

SOMO continues partnership with United
Healthcare 
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Special Olympics Missouri is excited to continue its partnership with United Healthcare this
year and into the future. SOMO and United Healthcare have worked together for the last four
years to enhance the lives of athletes across the state, specifically through the Dual Special
Needs Plan. The plan offers a plethora of benefits, including dental coverage, a healthy food
card, routine hearing coverage, routine vision care, routine transportation and even a post-
hospital meal benefit.

SOMO Hall of Famer Beth Brokamp has used this United Healthcare plan for the last five
years. She’s one of dozens of current athletes already on this one-of-a-kind plan.
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“Unlike some insurance plans where there are a lot of restrictions, it’s pretty inclusive,” said
Beth’s mom and SOMO board member Linda Brokamp. “We can go to any grocery store or
any pharmacy. During COVID, we could order groceries or over the counter [medicine]
through a website, which was nice.”

In more detail, the plan offers a $0 monthly premium and a $0 annual medical deductible. It
also offers $0 copays for primary care provider visits, specialist visits, emergency care and
home health care. That's right - $0!

“For Beth, it’s been really great,” Linda Brokamp said. “I think for athletes and their families,
it’s certainly something that you should look into because it’s a real benefit.”

A representative from United Healthcare will be available for inquiry at the upcoming State
Outdoor Games, Oct. 7-9 in Jefferson City to offer more information on the plan. United
Healthcare will also hold several in-person events at the Training for Life Campus this fall in
conjunction with SOMO Health and Welllness.

For more information on eligibility, you can contact Lisa Mollerus, a licensed sales agent for
United Healthcare, at info@dimensionalresourcesllc.com, or by calling (314) 651-9857.

SOMO to host first-ever Coaches
Celebration

Special Olympics Missouri is proud to host
its first-ever Coaches Celebration Event on
Saturday, July 16 at the Training for Life
Campus in Jefferson City. We're inviting
ALL of our coaches to this free event as a
way to say thank you for all of their
important work throughout the year.

WHERE: Training for Life Campus in
Jefferson City

WHEN: July 16

WHAT: Free dinner, gifts, awards and lots
of fun!

 

AGENDA:

- Tours of Campus: 3:30 P.M. 

- Cash bar opens: 4 P.M. 

- Dinner and celebration: 5 P.M.

Register here: https://form.jotform.com/220444324696154

UPCOMING EVENTS/FUNDRAISERS

https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/379C9E31-30DC-4926-A3AF-F36AFAC03922/r/379C9E31-30DC-4926-A3AF-F36AFAC03922_7522ac6c-c5ff-4700-bf5e-ee0f6ccff92d/l/109D5C0D-DA31-4B6A-876F-2757B9B5AF7C/c
https://form.jotform.com/220444324696154


Fishing Dreams Signup
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Poker Run Signup
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Super Hero Bocce Signup
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Strikers Signup
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MASC LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

SOMO was SO excited to be a part of the Missouri Association of Student Councils annual
leadership conference in Fulton. Our three representatives helped raise $3,000 with MASC's
Buy a Duck for a Buck fundraiser! Huge S/O to Emilee Hamilton, Levi Davis and Cece
Meppiel from Odessa High School and Festus High School! #UnifiedChampionSchools
#InclusionRevolution

We're so thankful to have MASC as one of our statewide parterns!

Help us reach 95,000+ people in Missouri  
with intellectual disabilities who are not  

yet involved in our program!

DONATE NOW
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Thanks to our generous statewide partners:
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